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TIJLL roil. Mnrx. Hint what you

I nsk Is InnioHslblct My bnnklng
nccottnt In already overdrawn,

you hold n bill of sale over this furni-
ture and my horses and cartages, and I
haven't a penny lu tho whole world but
this handful of loose silver and you
don't want that, I suppose'"

"Well, tbeventceu-an- d thlxpcnth
wouldn't ro far to pay off theventcen
hundred pounds, would It? Ask your-thcl- f,

Mr. Vandellar," and Moses Marx
emlled affably, rubbing his fat yellow
hands one over the other as comforta-
bly as though he were Dr. Vandcllar's
greatest friend, Instead of his most Im-

placable creditor.
The Doctor frowned Inquiringly.
"Nevotiteen hundred pounds'" he

cried, Incredulously. "What aro you
talking about? The bill you discounted
was drawn for 11 ftecu hundred only."

"Ycth, I know," returned Mr. Marx,
calmly; "but tho other two hundred's
extra Interest for cashing a forgery!"

'Torgeryl" exclaimed Dr. Vandellar,
In Indignation and sur-
prise. "That's an ugly word, Marxl"
and his long, w Iry hands twitched ner-
vously, making Mr. Marx think how
painful they would prove If dug vin-
dictively Into his fat throat.

"I know It's an ugly word, Doctor;
but It isn't so ugly as the crlmo Itself.
What's the use of beating about tho
bush? I knew that the names on tho
back of your bill were forgeries when
I discounted It."

"You Infernal old scoundrel! But
why did you, tho shrewdest, most close-liste- d

money tender in London, discount
a bill you knew to be forged?"

"For the thimplc reason, my friend,
that I knew you'd have to take it up
when It fell due."

"Then you've made a mistake; I can't.
Tho bill's overdue now!"

"Oh, another day or two don't mat-
ter to me," said Marx, airily.

"Hut don't you see," explained tho
Doctor, Impatiently, "don't you see that
I'm broke smashed altogether?"

"It can't bo so bad as that? No, no.
Now, Vandellar, my boy, you're Joglnk;
now, ain't you?"

"No," answered Vandellar, grimly,
"I never was moro serious In my life."

"Then, If that's the case," stormed
Mr. Marx, his amiability suddenly van-
ishing, "you'll havo to meet this bill to-

morrow or go to prison!"
"Very well," said tho Doctor, who

grow calm as his creditor beenmo ex-

cited. "I t that's your decision, you may
as well send for tho police at once."

Now, Mr. Marx know that to send
Dr. Vandellar to prison would bo to
Irretrlovably loso his money, which ha
did not wish to do; so ho Instantly
calmed down. "Look here, Vandellar,"
aid he, "can't wo como to sorao ar-

rangement? You've got a lot of paying
patients In the house can't you squeeze
somo of them for a hundred or two?"

"I'vo pumped their purses dry, I'm
afraid," returned Vandellar, sadly.
"Thoso gold shares you recommended
to mo ffavo swallowed up every penny
lately. To bo sure, there's old Hlr
Michael Trcfusls; bo's been with mo
omo years now and I've got consider-

able Influence over him. Ho Isn't like-
ly to lost much longer, and ho shouldn't
bo very fond of his nephew, If my
words hovo had any effect. If I could
get him-t- leave me something hand-om- o

under his will, would you wait
until bis death?"

"Ob, certainly, with pleasure. But I
ball have to seo the will, my boy and

I shall want to bo sure It ain't a for-
gery, Just as a matter of business, you
know!"
,Dr. Vandellar flushed 'at the allu-
sion.

"I shan't put myself doubly In your
power, Marx," he said. "Will you call

and I will tell you how I
get on If possible, I'll get
the mattor settled before morning."

"I'll call at 10," agreed Mi Marx,
radiant at tho prospect of recovering
bis money.

"Then, till morning, au revolr," said
Vandellar, showing his visitor from the
room. "No doubt I shall bo ready for
you."

Dr. Otho Vandellar, fasblonablo phy-
sician, medical specialist and daring
speculator, was In a tight fix, but ho
meant to got out of It. There was only
ouo way that which he had Indicated.
Old, paralytic Hlr Michael, at present
uudor his tender caro, must bo coerced
Into making a will In bis favor. That
douo, tho old soldier's death would bo
merely a matter of time and, perhaps,
opportunity.

Being a man of action, the Doctor
roso from his reverie und left his study
with tho intention of ' visiting his
wealthy patient As ho ascended tho
stairs he beard the street door closo
with a bang. Meeting his housekeeper,
Mrs. Malllngcr, on tho landing, Van-
dellar asked who had just gono out.

"Young Mr. Ilarold Trefusls, Sir
Michael's nephew," tho woman replied.
"Ha hnd a prlvato Intcrwlow with hh
uncle, sir, and left tho room In au aw-
ful1 hurry."

Left tho room In a hurry! Shut the
door after him with a bangl That
socuicd to Imply anything but a pleas-nu- t

intorvlow between undo and
nephew, and Vandellar augured well
for himself under the circumstances,

"Mrs. Malllngcr," ho said, curtly,
"Sir Michael's state is precarious, and
while ho Is under my care I will not
havo blm annoyed. He must not bo up-E-

In this manuer. Glvo orders that
Mr. Trefusls Is uot to bo admitted in
future."

In auothcr moment Dr. Vandellar en-

tered Sir Mli-haul'- s room. Ho would
see how his patient w as, and then, by
persuaulou or force, mako him executo
a short will bequeathing something
haudsomo "to his dear friend and

physician, Otho Vandellar, M.
D" etc Ho advauccd to tho bedsldo
and called Sir Michael by name. There
was no answer.

"Asleep," muttered Vnudejlar. "Sor-r- y

to disturb the old fellow, but It can't
bo helped."

o saying, ha lit the laaip, for the
wintry afternoon light wti falling fast,

ami, approaching the bed, placed his
Angers on the silent occupant's wrist,
lie drew back with a start.

General Sir Michael Trcfusls, K. C.
E.. was dead.

Dr. Vandellar stood for a moment
st.irlng blankly at tho corpse. Death
had stepped In to thwart his plans and
nlisoluto ruin must follow.

Must follow? Surely something could
bo done? Something must bo dono!

Tho Doctor locked the chamber door
rind oat down In a chair by tho sldo of
the dead man. For a minute or two
h: could not compel his thoughts to
deflnlto form; but slowly, under tho

of his Indomitable will, they
tank shape.

Sir Michael was dead so forcing him
to sign a will In his favor was out of
tliti question. But what of tho Iron
Iihk of bonds-to-bcarc- and precious
Jewels brought from India, which tho
Ci'iieral Insisted upon keeping In tho
cabinet by his bedside? Tho contents
of that box were worth 10,000 or more,
nr.d were Immediately realizable. Tho
tinc was still In the cabinet, tho Doc-
tor saw, and tho key was hanging
around tho dead man's neck, as usual.
That Iron box should bo Vandcllar's
salvation, for ho would swear that tho
original owner hnd given It to him on
his deathbed, of course, tho thing
was quite easy, and impending ruin
would vanish lu the sunshine of pros-
perity.

And then, like a cold band laid upon
his hot heart, camo Vandellar to tho
recollection that such gifts, to bo legal,
must be conferred by hand, and In tho
ptesenco of witnesses.

So It must bo ruin after all unless
but, no, ho would not put himself In
the power of his servants by making
them his accomplices In falso swearing.
With a sharp exclamation of rago and
disappointment, Vandellar roso from
hN ghastly vigil, thinking bitterly that,
as Sir Michael had died without a will,
all his property, bonds and Jewels In-

cluded, would go to his heir-at-la- his
nephew, Harold, from whom, by tho
Irony of fate, ho had parted In anger.

But just as his baud was on the key
of tho door Dr. Vandellar turned back
again to tho bedside. Ho hnd thought
of a device which might securo to him
the valuables ho so coveted.

An adept lu electrical and galvanic
science, Dr. Vandellar possessed nil tho
newest apparatus for experimenting
upon animals nnd human beings sup-
posed to bo dead, with a view of bring-
ing them back to life. Many such ex-

periments had been made by tho Doc-
tor. He bad never succeeded In re-
storing a subject to life, but ho hud
succeeded lu making corpses tmltato
tho movements of living bodies. Ho
hnd also utilized his ventrlloqulal ability-ac-

quired as au amateur entertain-
er In his student days and lu somo of
his demonstrations with his disguised
voice persuaded students and onlook-
ers that his galvanised corpses wcro
living, speaking beings. True, In such
cases the lights had always been low,
nnd no examination had been mado un-
til ho explained the deception.

All this Hashed through tho nctlvo
Doctor's brain with a rapldty of
thought, and he Instantly decided to
put his Idea Into practice, risky as It
was. Sir Michael's body was not yet
cold, and tho plan could bo carried out
forwith.

Softly Vandellar quitted tho' death
chamber, locking the door behlud' him,
nnd thinking how fortunato It was for
hint It was that Sir Michael's nurso was
odt for'her dally walk, so that ho con-clud- o

his operation before her return.
Entering his surgery, Vandellar quick-
ly adjusted his ejectrjc apparatus, and
carried It up to Sir Michael's room. He
soon llxed It beneathvthe clothes'' and
attached the electric communicators
tn the proper parts of the dead man's
frame. He rehearsed the conversation
and effects onco or twice, and though
any suspicious witness might not havo
been deceived by the Jerky, hesitating
movements-h- succeeded In producing,
ho considered that they would pass
muster with his housekeeper and but-
ler, whom bo intended to call as wit-
nesses. Dating the lamp so that tho
di-n- man's face was thrown Into the
shadow by tho bed curtains, and ar-

ia aging tho electric apparatus so that
ho could govern It while preteudlug to
support the sinking Invalid, Vandellar
unlocked the door and rang thu bell
violently.

"Mulllnger," be said, as tho house-
keeper entered, "fetch Jurgan, tho but-
ler, quickly. Sir Michael Is worse, nnd
wishes to say something In tho pres-
ence of witnesses before tho end, which
Is, I fear, only too near!"

Jurgan, lank and frightened, and Mrs.
Malllngcr, stout and fussy, soon hur-
ried lu together, and, In obedience to
their master's orders, sat down at
some distance from tho bed.

"Now, Malllngcr and Jurgan," said
Vandellar, solemnly, "plcnso pay tho
strictest attention to what passes, for
you may havo to repeat It upon oath."

Then, bending over tho corpse, be
continued:

"They are hero, now, Sir Michael.
Oh. you wish Jurgan to glvo you the
Iron box from the cabinet tboroY"

The dead man's Jaws worked con-
vulsively, and from his lips, apparently,
camo the monosyllable, "Yes,"

"Jurgan," Vandellar commanded, "do
as Kir Michael deslrcB."

Jurgan roso and bunded the box to
tho Doctor, who placed It In Sir
Michael's bands; and then with awful
leading questions and short, decided
answers, Dr. Vaudollor proceeded with
his grim mummery until his two ser-
vants hud duly witnessed tho legal
handlug over of tho precious box and
heard, as they thought, Sir Michael's
words conferring tho gift. Tho L"X
and key ouco In his possession, Van-
dellar dismissed tho awed witnesses
to their customary duties.

Dr. Vandellar rapidly rcmored his
apparatus to tho surgery; aud then,
having returned to Sir Michael's room,
he again summoned Malllngor and In-

formed her that the poor old gentleman
bad suddenly passed away.

At this juncture, and before Van- -

delist had nn opportunity of opening
tho box nnd gloating over Its contents,
two unexpected visitors wcro simul-
taneously announced. One was Har-
old Trcfusls; tho other was Moses
Marx. Vandellar decided to bo at
homo to both, but bo saw Marx first.

"Well," ho Inquired, Impatiently,
"what brought you back so soon?"

"I Just called to seo If you wcro
keeping cool, Doctor I mean, I hope
you ain't going to do anything so wick-

ed as to commit suicide. Think what
A dreadful thing It Is and remember
that sulcldo Invalidates your llfo In-

surance, my friend!"
Vandellar laughed. Then ho hastily

explained tho circumstances, though
not tho modus operandi of the gift of
tho box.

"Now," ho said, "as tho bonds and
jewelry will bo deposited at my bank
as soon as tho doors open in tho morn-
ing, I suppose you will take my check
In exchange for the bill?"

Marx was anxious to get rid of the
bill, and ho know that the Doctor's
check, though It might not bo met,
would be a safer thing to sue upon than
a bill he ndmlttcd ho knew to bo forged
when ho cashed It, so ho mado but lit-

tle demur, merely asking, "as a matter
of blthncss," If tho bonds wcro really
In tho box.

"I saw them thero yesterday," said
Vandellar, truthfully. "Is that good
enough for you?"

Mnrx thought It was, and handed tho
forged bill to Vandellar In exchnngo
for the lattcr's check. The Doctor then
tore tho lucilmlnatlug paper Into frag-
ments, which ho throw Into the lire.

"Now, como along, Mnrx," ho cried,
"and support mo In my Interview with
tho despoiled heir!"

Tho pair proceeded to tho library,
where they found Harold Trcfusls Im-

patiently waiting.
"I am told that my Undo Michael In

dead," snid Harold. "It's a surprise
to me, as he seemed rather better this
afternoon. But, as his only surviving
relative, I should like to sec tho poor
old gentleman, and to take formal pos-- .

session or ms euecis.
"I shall bo very glad If you will do

so," said Vandellar, smiling blandly,
"though I must make an exception of
tho Iron box In which, as you know,
your lamented uncle kept all his bonds
payable to bearer and his Indian Jew-
els. That box and Its contents, Sir
Michael gave to me, In the presence of
witnesses, about an hour beforo bis
death."

"What!" exclaimed the young man.
"My undo give you that box and its
contents? Why "

"1'rny bo calm," Interrupted Vandel-
lar. "Of course, If your undo left no
will you, as heir-at-la- Inherit all his
property, and the loss of the bonds nnd
Jewels Is naturally Irritating. Still "

"Still," echoed Harold, "I can't un-
derstand my uncle giving you the box.
Aro you sure he was In his right mind
when ho did so?"

"Your uncle, sir, was as sano as you
or I," said Vandellar, with admirably
assumed dignity, "as tho witnesses In
whoso presence tho gift was mado will
readily testify."

"Then," said Harold, decisively, "If
Undo Michael was sane I am mad, for
this afternoon ho handed me tho whole
of the contents of tho box, ordering mc
to deposit them at his bankers. He
nearly left It too late, for though I
dashed out of this house and hurried to
the bank I only reached It as the doors
wcro about to bo closed."

Vandellar and Mnrx stared blankly
at each other. The Doctor sent for the
box. It was opened and Its total empti-
ness proved beyond a doubt that Har-
old Trcfusls was perfectly sane.

Mr. Marx, despite the plea of poverty,
has still money to lend on "favorably
terms," but Dr. Vandcllar's condition
proves that tho wicked do not always
flourish like a green bay tree. Tld-Bit-

PREPARING FOR AGGRESSION.

Qrtat Britain Has Forts at Strategic
Points on tbe Yukon,

A party of miners from tho headwa-
ters of tbe Yukon has arrived at Port
Townsend on tho echooncr Mary Buhni
from Oonalaska aud report that the
Canadian Uoveruuicnt is establishing

fortifications on com
maudlng bluffs overlooking tho strate-
gic points on Forty Mile Creek nnd else-
where along tho supposed boundary line.
A largo company of Canadian military
police aro busily engaged In cxplorlui)
tho country for mountain passes both
in Alaskan and Canadian territory. A
loop of Forty Mllo Creek runs Intc
British territory, aud to reach tin
most vuluablo nilues It Is necessary
for American miners to pass througo
n small portion of foreign territory.
Tho river Is very narrow, and tho po
lice havo erected on towering cliffs fort-
resses which completely guard the
tiavel ou the river. At several othei
points breastworks, substantially bulll
of stone, have been erected, and, on the
whole, the actions of tho police would
Indicate that preparations are being
mado to accommodato largo squads ol
troops at various poluts along tho boun-
dary aud particularly lu the vicinity ol
tho placer mines.

However, tho pollco nro very klud t
tho American miners, rendering then
every assistance possible and In man)
ways bestowing small favors and en
deavoriug to allay suspicion or uupleao
ant Inquiries as to U10 objects of sue!
warlike preparations. Small detach
meats attired In citizens' clothes bavt
visited all tho Important mining camps
rcconnolterlng tho surrounding coun-
try. What their object was they d
not state. Thomas Buckman, a Yukon
miner, who has been on Forty Mlu
Creek for threo or four years, speaking
of tho military posts erected by the
Canndlau police, Bald: "All their forti-
fications aro built of heavy stone,
througlt'whlch nro portholes command-
ing tho paths and rivers. A few men
properly armed could withstand a large
forco of soldiers. Tho pollco them-
selves nro noucommunlcnttve, and the
commandant says the forts aro to shel-
ter tho provincial police. Somo of tho
very richest placer mines of tho Yukou
region aro under tho Immediate com-
mand of these forts, of which ten have
been erected this year." Sun Francis-
co Chronicle.

Important Qualification Missing,
A Chicago womau who Is deaf and

dumb knocked out a footpad with one
blow of her fist What a pugilist sht
would make If abe could only regaia
the power et speech! Rochester Peat
Express,
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BAGGIO MORRISON,

Wholesale Dealer and Jobbers In

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC

FRUITS.
127 South Water St., CHICAGO.

Telephone Main 2042.

VIERLING, President.

HMll!r Mi CO

MANUFACTURERS AND DEALERS IN
FINE8T QUALITIES OF

MECHANICAL
RUBBER GOODS

OF EVERY DESCRIPTION.

GENERAL MMAY AND HILL SUPPLIES,

a

Pure Oak Tanned Leather Belting.

3 1 2 Dearborn Street,
Xolopltono

The Best of Everything for Chicago.

The Civic Federation
CMF CHICAGO.

T.iephont Main 2602. 517 First National Bank Building.

WILLIAM T. BAKER, President.
BERTHA HONORB PALMER, Flrat Vice President
JOHN J. McORATH, Second Vice President.
RALPH M. EASLEY, Secretary.
EDWARD S. DREYER, Treasurer.

The Civic Federation Aims to Focalize All the Forces Now
Laboring to Advance the Political, Municipal, Philan-

thropic, Industrial and Moral Interests of Chicago.

Bach Branch of Werk Is Placed la (he Huds ol a Coaalttee of Specialists, Cob
alttees Now Belaf it Work on the Following Liies:

The selection of honest, capable men
to govern tbe city. State and munici-
pal legislation for Chicago. Honest
elections. A general Interest In tbe pri-
maries.

Clean streets and alleys prompt al

of garbage improved urban
traffic less smoke more water hon-
orable police cheaper and better ac-

commodations for tbe peoplo of Chica-
go In all directions-elevati- on of rail-
road tracks, etc.

Establishment of Boards of Concili

IMON OOCHLAN.

B PBT

St.

TELEPHONES: ifl.0uth 740.

H.
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MAMS.

itiFor Infojmttlnn snd (re. Handbook writ to
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D. MORRISON.

Harrison U18.

ation, Public Loan Bureau, Employ
ment Agencies, etc.

Development of the Central Relief
Association to a thorough systemlsa-tlo- n

of tho organized charities, of Cat-cug- o.

Tbe suppression of gambling, obscene
literature, etc.

COEDUCATIONAL.
Ample school facilities Improve1

methods In teaching, and tho develop-
ment of a greater Interest In the
schools by tbe parents.

P. J. WALL

BO Felt,
and Gravel.

. .

SULLIVAN.

SIMON COGHLAN & CO,

Office-3- 41 St.,
Kcar Htuto

Yard-3229-3- 231 Lowe Ave.

JOHN

PLDIBER GAS FITTER
328 E. Division St., Phcenix Building,

Ceaer Sedfwlck Street, CHICAGO, ILL,
RESIDENCE, 37 SIQEL STREET.
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-- IMPORTERS
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GROCERIES.

Wabash Ave. and

W, M. HOYT COMPANY,

WHOLESALE GROCERS
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Lake St.,
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...Chicago.
WESTMAN.

WESTMAN,

AVE,

Gladiator Cycle Works.
High-Grad- e Wheels,

The GLADIATOR.
Factory, West

FRANK WENTER, CHICAGO.

HORN BROS.
Manufacturing Co.,

...Fine Furniture.
281 Superior Court,

SAMUELSON

Ml

&

ARCHER

Manufacturers

MANUFACTURERS

Furniture and Carpets,
Office Desks, Hlrrors, Etc.

Picture Frames Made to Order. Repairing on Short Notice.

143 itml 145 East Oliicug-- o Ayenue.

HENRY STUCKART,
--DEALER IN- -

A.
T.

FURNITURE
Carpets, Parlor Goods, Crockery, Chamber

Suits, Lace Curtains and Shades
SOflttl 382, 2517

flMtalfemll
IHMlinM

Chandler.

Stoves,
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